

















































































































































































































Along with this, all approaches to reclamation should ‘be from this viewpoint,

The whole environmental protection fund charged to I.R.R.R. B. is as stated in.
MS 1977, Sec. 20, 298.23: ‘

"A fund...created for the purpose of reclaiming,restoring and
enhancing those areas of northeast Minnesota adversely affected
by the environmentally damaging operations involved in mining
taconite and iron ore..."

The following purposes are among those set by law:

1.

3.

To initiate investigations into matters the Iron Range Resources and Rehabili-
tation Board determines are in need of study and which will determine the
environmental problems requiring action.

- Reclamation, restoration or reforestation of mineland not otherwise provided

for by State law.

Local economic development projects including sewer and water systems, and
other public works.

Upon setting directions for reclamation, restoration and determining environmental
probelms, it is important to note that Bryon Starns, Chief Deputy Attorney General,
State of Minnesota, received a request from Russell Fridley, State Historic Preserva-
tion, in January, 1978, to review the status of Minnesota's historical resources.

Deputy Attorney General Starns stated as follows:

"Historical resources are unquestionably included with the definition
of natural and environmental resources under Minnesota law. "

He specifically cited:

1,

MS 1978, Chapter 1160.02, Subd. 2, d
"Preserve important historic, cultural, and natural aspects of our national
heritage, and maintain, wherever possible, an environment that supports

diversity, and a variety of individual choice,

MS. 1963, 78 Chapter 86.02 (Omnibus Natural Resources Act)
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"Such resources include, but without limitation, forests, parks,
historic sites, wildlife areas, access to an improvement of lakes,
rivers, streams, scenic areas and camping grounds, "

With this ruling, historic survey, historic preservation, cultural resources,
scenic development, historic resources would all qualify as forms of environ-
mental protection., Therefore, the use of mineland reclamation environmental
protection funds for the kinds of developments being promoted by the Iron Range
Interpretative Program is, indeed, proper and fitting.
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1o IRON ‘RANGE INTERPRETATIVE PROGRAM - PROGRESS ABSTRACT: 1977£78

1.
fri .

100

All exhibits completed at the Iron Range Interpretative Center. (Exhibit

‘Designer: J. Wetzel, Assoc., Boston. Construction: General Exhibits

and Displays, Chicago.)

. An Iron Range Interpretative Program planning staff was organized. (Weekly
~ meetings held through 1977-78.)

Establishment of a public listening area and an Oral History Library at the
Iron Range Interpretative Center, AL

Completion of construction of a Hall of Geology as an extension of the Iron

Range Interpretative Center. Architect: Architectural Resources, Hibbing.

Contractor: Concraft Builders, Inc., Hibbing.

- Completion of design for all displays for the Hall of Geology. Iron Range

Interpretative Center. Designer: J. A. Wetzel Assoc., Boston. Consultant:
Dr. Henry Lepp, Macalester College.

Completion of a preliminary hiking trail to mine views of the Glen Mine at
the Iron Range Interpretative Center. '

All planning completed and construction begun on an Iron Range Regional
Research Library. Architect: Thomas and Vecchi, Duluth. Contractor:

~“Max Gray Lumber & Construction, Inc., Hibbing.

Preliminary agreement reached between the Iron Range Interpretative Program,
Minnesota Historical Society and the Iron Range Historical Sociely over man-
agement of the Regional Research Library as part of Minnesota's system of
collecting centers. ,

Architectural -planning completed and construction begun on four ethnic

craft pods (Phase 1) to be added to the Iron Range Interpretative Center.

Architect: Architectural Resources, Hibbing. Contractor: Ray Risberg,
Inc., Duluth.

All planning completed for two more sets of ethnic pods (four each) to be

added to the Iron Range Interpretative Center. Architect: Architectural
Resources, Hibbing. o
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11,  All planning completed for a cable car to cross the Glen Mine from the Iron
Range Interpretative Center to Glenn Location, a ghost town. Architect:
Architectural Resources, Hibbing.

12. 80% planning completed to construct a convention/performing art center in :
the vicinity of the Iron Range Interpretative Center,

13. A purchase of mining property near Crosby, Minnesota, for the purpose of
establishing a park-outdoor museum featuring the industrial archaeology
remaining from the days of the old Croft Mine.

14. An oral history program launched on the Cuyuna. Major purpose to gather’
reminiscences of the days of underground mining on the Cuyuna.

16, Planning begun for the Croft Mine Park .Crosby, anesota. Architect:
'Amenity One, 8t. Paul.

16. The concept of an Iron Range Country Program developed to be a major
functioning arm of the Iron Range Interpretative Program. It is to be
developed as an expanded version of the Iron Range Trail Program set up
by the State Legislature.

17. A tourguide developed featuring historical, eultural scenic, geological and
recreational aspects of Iron Range Country. Consultant: Midwest Visuals.
Brimson. (This is ready to go to the printers in 1979.)

18. Agreement reached between the Department of Natural Resources and
I.R.R.R.B. that control and management of the Iron Range Trail be turned
over to the Commissioner of I. R.R,R.B. The Commissioner then would
ask for legislation in the 1979 session to have the name changed to Iron
Range Country. A joint memo is sent to the Governor asking for the change.

19. An intensive historical-cultural survey is begun to fully define "'Iron Range
Country" and identify sites of significance across the three Ranges. I.R.R.R.B.
recelved a Federal grant to help pay the cost. Surveyors: Dr. Joseph
Stipanovich. Ms, Catherine Rukavina.

20. By executive order, the Iron Range Trail becomes the responsibility of
LR.R.R.B. ~

21, Planning completed to make the Bruce Mine headframe, Chisholm, part of
the "Iron Range Country Program'. .
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22,

23.

24,

25.

26.

217,

28.

29,

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

The Bruce Mine headframe is accepted as a candidate for the National Register
of Historic Places.

First preservation work completed for the Bruce Mine headframe by
I.R.R.R.B.'s summer work program.

Planning completed to make the Pioneer Mine, Ely, part of the '"Iron Range
Country Program''.

Preservation study for the Pioneer Mine completed.

First preservation work completed for the Pioneer Mine by 1. R.R.R.B. sum-
mer work programs.

Pioneer Mine accepted as a candidate for the National Register of Historic

Places.

The Finnish Temperance Hall, Virginia, is accepted as part of the "Iron
Range Country Program''. ‘

The Finnish Temperance Hall is accepted as a candldate for the National
Register of Historic Places.

An Oldtown for Virginia is accepted as an "outdoor-pioneer like museum"
for the Iron Range Interpretative Program.

An Oldtown-Finntown committee is organized to plan an oldtown bus iness
street in Virginia's Finntown area.

The Oldtown~Finntown committee receives an initial grant for organization.
from the Iron Range Historical Society.

To Oldtown-Finntown committee receives a preliminary planning grant from
the Minnesota Historical Society.

The Oldtown-Finntown committee joins with Virginia's Downtown Development
Committee in an economic feasibility study for the city.

The Oldtown-Finntown committee received a major planning grant from the
Upper Great Lakes Regional Commission. A consultant was hired to work
with the Oldtown committee to plan the project. Consultant: Townscape,
Inc., Medina, Ohio.
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36.

317.

38.

39.

40,

41.

42.

43.

44,

45,

46.

47.

48.

A Vermilion Range Interpretative Center to be part of Ely's planned Cultural
Center is accepted as part of the Iron Range Interpretative Program.

‘A planning committee is organized to plan the interior of the Vermilion

Interpretative Center.

Hibbing Community College Planetarium is accepted on a cooperative basis
to be part of the Iron Range Interpretative Program.

A combined geologist-planetarium director is hired jointly by Hibbing
Community College and I.R.R. R.B. to spearhead work on the Hall of Geology,
Iron Range Interpretative Center, and on the planetarium.

I.R.R.R.B. makes major funding contributions to the Hibbing planetarium.

A major publicity campaign program is established for the Iron Range

- Interpretative Center. Consultant: JFP Associates, Duluth.

A public information program is begun for the Iron Range Interpretative
Program. Consultant: JFP Associates, Duluth,

The Iron Range Educational Program is expanded to two four-credit courses:

a. A General History of the Iron Range : |
b. The Immigrant Experience on the Iron Range ’

Curriculum materials are planned to make the Iron Range Interpretative
Center an extended classroom of public schools.

A winter lecture series is planned for the Iron Range Interpretative Center
to begin in 1979. '

A major mineland reclamation program is launched to experiment with
revegetation on public minelands, to find uses for abandoned mine areas,
and to preserve historic landmarks and industrial archaeology on the three
mining districts as part of the Iron Range Country Program.

The concept of historic-recreational hiking trails is accepted as part of the
Iron Range Interpretative Program.

Long range planning is begun for the "Iron Range Country Program."

’

69.



49.

50.

51.

52,

The concept of mining observation areas is added to the ''Iron Range Country
Program'.

An architect is hired to make plans for two kinds of observation stands:

Consultant:
a. Permanent Thomas and Vecchi, Architects
b, Temporary . Duluth, MN

The concept of an open pit mine interpretive area is accepted to become a
part of the Iron Range Interpretative Program.

I.R.R.R.B. acquires the Hill-Annex Mine from Jones & Laughlin Steel
Corporation to be developed into a major interpretive facility by the Iron -
Range Interpretative Program.
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1979 GOALS FOR THE IRON RANGE INTERPRETATIVE PROGRAM

10.

11.

12,

Completion of all displays and the Grand Opening of the Hall of Geology by
summer, 1979.

Completion of construction and interior for the Iron Range Regional Research
Center by early fall, 1979,

Negotiation and acceptance of contracts by the Minnesota Historical Society
and the Iron Range Historical Society to operate the Range facility as part
of Minnesota's Regional Research System, summer, 1979,

Organization of a functioning advisory board for the Regional Research Center.

The development of a program of use and planning of interior for the four
ethnic pods to be completed in the late summer of 1979.

The construction of Phase II, ethnic pods, to begin in the early fall of 1979.

The establishment of an over=-all feasibility study to consider all aspects of
the Interpretative Program. This will be used to seek further Federal funding
for various components of the Iron Range Interpretative Program. A

priority order of development should be established by this and a logical
sequence of development followed. (Should be completed by early fall, 1979.)

Completion of the historic-cultural survey and demographic study to clearly

define boundaries for the "lron Range Country". The final identification of
all places of significance for a site marking program to begin in the late fall
of 1979. |

Completion of the Croft Mine Park as part of the "Iron Range Country Program''.

'

Completion of the Pioneer Mine Park as part of the "Iron Range Country Program'.

A planning study to determine how to best present the Open Pit Interpretive
Area to the public.

Preservation work and restoration of the industrial remains at the Hill Annex
Mine.
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13.
14,
15,
16,
17,

18.
19,
20.

21,

22,

23.

24,
25,

26,

27,

28.

Development of the Tioga Mine, Grand Rapids, as part of the "Iron Range
Country Program'',

Development of the Grant Mine Park at Buhl as part of the "Iron Range
Country Program'.

J

Development of an interpi'etive observation structure at the Hull-Rust Mine
as part of the "Iron Range Country Program'.

Printing and distribution of the Iron Range Country Tour Guide as part of the
"Iron Range Country Program". ‘

Development of an interpretive observation structure at the Rouchleau Mine
as part of the "Iron Range Country Program'.

Development and promotion of all mineland reclamation projects.

Expansion and diversification of uses for the Iron Range Interpretative Center
The promotion of Interpretative Centers in other areas, according to priority.

The feasibility of acquisition of Section 30 properties at Ely be studied with
the idea of making the property part of the "Iron Range Country Program''.

Appropriate legislation to place responsibilities for the Iron Range Trail

to "'Iron Range Country'.

The expansion of the Iron Range Educational Program to include a family and
neighborhood course and a folklore course. This will make four four-credit
courses for Iron Range people.

Acquisition of properties to develop the Oldtown in Virginia.

Completion of preliminary planning for Virginia's Oldtown.

The development of a methodical approach to obtain funding for Virginia's
Oldtown.,

Construction of the Vermilion Cultural and Interpretative Center.

The completion of a master plan for the entire Interpretative Complex at the
Glen-Pillsbury property.

~with the Commissioner of Iron Range Resources and to have the name changed
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34..

35.

36.

An active program to seek outside funding sources for all aspects of the
program.,

The development of as much of the Iron Range Interpretative Center complex
as funding will allow.

A strong nationwide promotion of all aspects of the Iron Range Interpretative
Program.

Increasing assistance to local groups, societies, chambers of commerce,
to promote tourism and broaden the economic base of the Iron Range.

Seek and obtain a clear ruling on environmental protection, particularly
in the areas of historic preservation and economic development.

The development of a trails system combining the best in hiking, canoeing
and cross country skiing with unique geologic, historical, natural history
and scenic sites.

Meetings and liaison with all entities involved in similar undertakings,
especially funding sources including, but not limited to, the Department of
Interior, HUD, the Community Development Block Grant Program, the

National Trust, the Smithsonian Institution, the Office of Archeology and
Historic Preservation, Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, the
Minnesota Historic Preservation Office, National Endowment for the Humanities,
National Endowment for the Arts, and Minnesota Humanities Commission.

The development of a strong organized publicity, promotion and public relations
program.
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ADDENDUM A

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS IN 1970

Major Interpretative Site

In order to bring interested tourists into the heart of the region served by the Iron
Range Trail system, a major interpretative center of ""star attraction'' should be
developed at or near the site of the existing Minnesota Museum of Mining at Chisholm,
Minnesota. Preliminary investigation indicates that this strategic site has great
potential to become a major tourist attraction which might include such features as:

1. Displays of modern mining equipment such as 200 ton dumptrucks that visitors
could view close-up

2, Working scale models of taconite plants, etc.

3. A passenger tramway or similar device that could carry visitors across an
open pit mine giving a bird's eye view of this spectacular ""man-made land-
scape''. :

4. Jeep or miniature train tours through mining areas in coordination with
plant tours, ete.

5. Multi-media audio-visual interpretation of Minnesota mining and the iron
range regions.,

Detailed proposals for the major interpretative site will be included in the final
portions of this program.

Gateway Interpretative Centers

In order to divert visitor traffic and promote interest in the Iron Range Trail system,
a series of gateway interpretative centers are proposed at such places as the
following: 1) civic center, museum, information center complex being proposed

for downtown Grand Rapids, 2) the Eveleth area along Highway 53, 3) the Thompson
Hill information center being built by the Minnesota Highway Department in Duluth,
and 4) other strategic locations. '
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Iron Range Trail Reorganization

Realizing that the present Iron Range Trail system was certainly not regarded

as the final system, several changes are proposed in order to strengthen the over-
all impact of the Trail and to provide connecting links between its various seg-
ments. Some new sites are recommended while certain existing sites which have
no relation to Iron Range Interpretation should be removed from designation as
Iron Range Trail sites. '

Guide Book and Brochure

An attractive but inexpensive brochure is proposed in order to inform the casual
visitor of the attractions the region has to offer. For those visitors who are
interested, a more detailed and comprehensive guidebook should also be developed.
This guidebook could be offered for sale at a nominal fee and will include in-depth
discussions of mining, geology, the region's history and cultural attractions as
well as provide a comprehensive directory of tourist facilities, places of interest,
ete.

Related Commercial Support Facilities

Great potential exists for developing commercial tourist operations related to the
authentic lumbering, mining, and ethnic history or character of the region. By
highlighting this potential, private entrepreneurs could fulfill an important need as
well as integrate commercial attractions into the overall Iron Range Interpretative
Program.

General Recreation Facilities

One of the greatest strengths of an expanded Iron Range Trail system is its

location in the major resort and recreational lake region of the midwest. The
Lake Superior circle route, Chippewa and Superior National Forests, the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area, Isle Royale National Park, Grand Portage National Monument,
the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore and the proposed Voyageur's National

‘Park are among the major tourist attractions of the region.

Historical and Cultural Resources

Few areas of Minnesota can claim as dramatic and significant historical back-
grounds as the Iron Ranges. French voyageurs, early missionaries, explorers,
surveyors, land speculators, lumberjacks, titans of finance and industry as well
as laborers from the four corners of the world all played important roles in the
development of this area.
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An important part of the Iron Range Interpretative Program will be to focus
attention on the historical and cultural aspects. Promotion and interpretation of
historical attractions, ethnic foods, folk festivals, etc., can be important ele-
ments in expanding the tourist economy of northeastern Minnesota.

Geological Interpretation

Minnesota's Iron Ranges are geologically among the most complex in the world.
Open pits and mine shafts have exposed the structure of the earth's crust as in few
other places. Displays, guided tours, movies, guidebooks and other means should
be used to effectively interpret the region's fascinating geological attractions. A
variety of geological sites will be developed to suit the needs and interests of
everyone from the casual visitor to the serious student. An Iron Range Trail guide-
book should contain a major section on geological interpretation.

Present Iron Range Trail Markers

There are presently 38 Iron Range Trail markers in place. Thirteen of these
markers are located at sites which do not necessarily fit into the overall scheme
of the Iron Range Interpretative Program.

- Recommendations for relocating a number of signs as well as establishing new
sites are being prepared. Special emphasis will be given to the need for upgrading
the displays and quality of brochures, as well as the knowledge and ''sales techniques'
of staff members who man many of the observation stands, tourist information
centers, etc. '

Mine Observation Stands

Existing mine observation overlook areas are located at sites of at least minimal
interest. Access is usually good, and attendants are present at many sites.

Improvements needed center around such items as the need for better-trained
personnel, more imaginative displays and interpretative techniques, dust control
on access roads, better parking arrangements, and rest room facilities at major
observation areas. Long range opportunities could include the establishment of
overlook areas in conjunction with mine land reclamation efforts and the creation
of a "super-observation stand" at a major overlook area such as '"Viewpoint in
the Sky'. Detailed proposals are being prepared for the final report.

76.




Tourist Information Centers

There is a general need for a more enlightened and sophisticated outlook on the
part of local and regional chambers of commerce and other tourist promotion
agencies. Too much of the existing tourist promotion ignores the unique facets
of the Iron Range, an area which has nearly unlimited tourist potential. Such
things as an annual seminar for tourist promotion personnel, information stand
operators, etc., can do much to improve the level of area-wide promotional
efforts.

Museums

Of the seven historical society museums within the study area, four are planning
the construction of new facilities. Even though all of these agencies operate on
extremely limited budgets and staffs, historical museums are very popular tour-
ist attractions. The Lake County Museum at Two Harbors, for example, receives
over 25,000 visitors annually.

Considerable potential exists for upgrading the quality of displays and interpre-
tative techniques. Museums should no longer be regarded as merely collection
agencies for old junk, but rather as places where the region's cultural and historical
heritage can come alive. S

Commercial Recreation Attractions

Places of historical significance, natural beauty or unique interest offer oppor-
funities for the development of coinmercial recreation attractions which are con-
sistent with the region's character. Minnesota's iron ranges have a great deal

to offer without caged animals, giant plastic statues, and other similar attractions
which have no relation to the region.

Visitor Survey

During late August a sample visitor survey was conducted at nine places across the
Iron Range Trail. Although the sample was small, responses soon became repe-
titious and were consistent with the findings of previous studies and work currently
underway. : ' '

Most of the groups interviewed were vacationing families with one to five children.

They came primarily from Minnesota and other nearby midwestern states, the area
Minnesota has traditionally drawn its tourist trade from.
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A suprising number of visitors questioned had no definite goal for their trip but
were merely traveling to '"see what the area had to offer". These '"aimless
vacationers'' represented an especially attractive target for the Iron Range
Interpretative Program.

Visitors from other states were generally unaware of the location and extent of
Minnesota's iron ranges, but expressed interest in learning about mining and in
seeing related attractions. Many persons interviewed had stopped while traveling
through the area. They often thought that once they had visited the Viewpoint in -
the Sky, for example, that they had seen the Range.

Nearly all the visitors expressed a liking for the beauty of northern Minnesota.
Relatively few listed tourist attractions as drawing cards. Generally, they were’
getting away from disagreeable home area environments rather than being
attracted to specific attractions. Such findings present a strong case for develop-
ing and promoting in a quality manner that which is unique and authentic.

Very few visitors expressed a dislike for anything in the area. Those that did
were reacting to an unfavorable personal experience such as a poor meal or
unsatisfactory accommodations.

Only a handful of visitors were aware of or had been following Iron Range Trail
signs, and few had maps or brochures.

Generally, the findings of the survey indicated the increasing popularity of camp-
ing as a family activity as well as the fact that northeastern Minnesota is not a
major tourist destination, Over 60% of the persons interviewed were staying in
the area less than three days.

Surprisingly few came to specifically view mining activities, again emphasizing

the need for a comprehensive and "total" approach to Iron Range Trail interpretation

and promotion.

An overwhelming number of visitors indicated that they would probably return to
northern Minnesota for another visit.

Special interviews were conducted at the Minnesota Museum of Mining at Chisholm
and at the Tower-Soudan State Park in oxder to determine responses to various
types of activities and exhibits offered. :
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Accommodations Survey

Based upon directories, guidebooks and other sources, a survey of accommodations
was compiled. As might be expected and as pointed out in several earlier surveys,
the overall quality of available accommodations are currently far below what they
should be. Without a well-established accommodations base, no amount of tourist
promotion, recreational facilities or anything else will keep visitors in the areas
or bring them back for repeat visits. '

The findings of this limited survey, which included motels, hotels, resorts and
campgrounds, closely corresponded with earlier findings and other work now under-
way by such groups as the University of Minnesota. Complete results of other
surveys now underway will be incorporated into the final report.

During interviews with tourist officials the comment most frequently heard was
that "we need more good places to stay and eat".

Major efforts should be directed toward upgrading the quality of tourist accom-
modation facilities. This will have to be done if northern Minnesota is going

to continue to serve as a major recreation and tourist area.

The level of accommodations available are not adequate to serve present needs
let alone take care of any future expansion or development.
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